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0 long as Bi gorry mo Party Zeal trrumph 
in the World, and Prejudice [unhappily] in- 
Auences the Mind of Men, the Perſon % 
diſſents in his Judgment from the Multitude : 
muſt never expett to be treated with Candour 
and Charity, While the Man that embraces ' 
the Faith of the Popular, and fits down contented 
with the. Principles of Education, is reverenced _ 
and applauded, the Perſon whoſe Mind it 
ſincerely inquifitive after Truth, is fligmatized 
with the infamous Charatters of Infidel ang 
Apoftate. | 
As Scripture is the ak Senda of 7 ruth, 
by which we are to regulate our Sentiments, and 
conform our Faith; I apprehend it to be no Diſ- 
grace lo diſclaim thoſe Tenets which. are not ex- 
preſſed _ or Can 5 juſt and natural Cunſe- 
quences be deduced from them. 
With Reference to the Opinions of Men, Ian 
not obliged to believe what 1 cannot comprehend, 
and if the Doftrines they advance appear tom | 
inconſiſtent with a Divine Revelation, and en- 
A 2 tire | 


Ari 


== vireh reverſe to the DiBates of Wi 1 * 
= 1 Error to difregard and rejets them a4 
= As to the 1 Lines, they are not wrote 
cen 75 Pride or Revenge, they are neither dei. 
$8 | fign'd to ſpread Confufion-or gain  Proſehte: ;- 
Re but to vindicate myſelf from the falſe Aſperſiohs 
which have been maliciauſiy caft on my Sent. 
| ments, and convince the judicious -and impartial 

Part of Mankind that they are K* oppoſite to 
Tm their Aſſertions: | S&&S © 
— at Reception my Account will meet with 
Iten the Publich, J am not concerned in the 
2 z my Notions were not imbibed = Educa- 
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ian, nor are — — 


Pages 3 and the — 
1 — = ew figs = this. Reflection, . will 
＋ 1 2222 be ſufficient to ſuppart me un. 
| ter all the Clamaur and c of flandering 
e ill-natured Tengues, 
„ To conclude, os could have urged the 
| Publication of theſe Aﬀairs, but the ungenerous 
Treatment 1 have met with from that Commu- 
nity, and the Obligation I think myſelf under 
to inform the World anon Ar bears no r- 
lation t0 me, 
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oN THE 


Unchriſtian Conduct 


* * 


OF AN N 


Independent Community, Mc. 
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LET TORRES 
| BRETHREN, 


d: T your Requeſt I have drawn up what 
I may juſtly call my Creed, of the 1 
a Doctrine of the Divine and Mediatorial | 
kings, or Grd, and Chriſt; for as to the 
Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons, (or Gods, which 
k one and the ſame Thing with me) I find 
m a ſerious Enquiry Scripture knows no- 


ung of, 
I firm- 


* 


. 
I firmly believe that there is one God, and 
but one, and when I affirm: in Scripture Lan- 
guage, that there is but one God, I would he 
underſtood to mean that there is but only one; 
Firſt, eternal, exiſtent, ' one neceſſary, inde. 
dent Being, one infinite conſcious Mind 
ntelligent Agent, or Perſon, the FR 
wiſeſt, and beſt, the one unchangeable God, 
the Creator of all Things, the Sovereign Pro. 
prietor, and Diſpoſer of all his Works, the 
righteous Governour and Judge of all his in- 
tellectual Creatures, and the ſupreme Object of 
all religious Adoration and Worſhi 
This one ſelf-exiſtent, — and un- 
changeable Being, is ſuch in Diſtinction from 
and Oppoſition to all other divine Equals. And 
as he is thus diſtinguiſh'd to us in Seri 
under this Character of God, fo likewiſe is he 
repreſented to us under two other diſtinguiſhing 
Characters of Father and Spirit, not only to te- 
preſent to us that he is our Father, as he i 
the common Parent of all Living; which is 
an undeniable Truth, but alſo in a fpirituil 
Way, as it regards Chriſt and Believers, and ſo 
intimates both the Nearneſs of the Divine Be- 
ing to them, and his tender Concern for them 
under that Character. Spirit; or Holy Gboſt, 
is another diſtinguiſhing Character of the fit 
ſelf-exiſtent Being, equally peculiar to him with 
thoſe of God, and Father; for, ſays our Lord, 
God is a Spirit, tho' it cannot be denied, * 
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(7) 
that in Scripture, Spirit ſometime ſignifies Power 
and Influence. | 

Evident it is beyond all Contradiction, that 
there is but one God, ſo it is as conſpicuous 
fom Scripture that there is but one Mediator 
between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 


This glorious Perſon, of whom I am now go- 


ing to offer my Judgment, had a much earlier 
Exiſtence I humbly conceive, than the popular 
ue pleaſed to allow him: For I believe, (and 
im not aſhamed to acknowledge it) that this 
oriqus Perſon, who in Scripture is called the 
of God, the only _— Son of 

the Word of God, and the like, before 
Worlds was brought forth into Being, imme- 
dately into Union with God, and ſo became 
the Man of his (God's) Counſels, by whom 


he made all Things viſible and inviſible, this 
was that glorious Perſon who appear'd to the 


Old Teſtament Saints in the Form of a Man, 


ind in the Fullneſs of Time according to Cove- 
tant Settlements, laid afide that Glory and 
Riches which he was inveſted with, left Heaven 
(vr he came out from the Father) and came 
own into our World, and aſſumed that Body 
pared for him; that ſo he might 


which was 


Son yet learned he Obedience: He obeyed, 
ſuffered, and died, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, and 
bought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and made 
full Reconciliation for the Sins of the * | 
ut 


iccompliſh all the Deſigns of his Father, for tho 


YM. 4, 

But to prevent any Miſtake here, I Would 
further obſerve to you that our exalted Jeſu, 
is not, nor is it poſſible he ſhould be (as"the 
Socinians falſly imagine) a mere Creature; for 
notwithſtanding all the Viciſſitudes and 
our Lord went through, he ſtill remained in 
the cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Union with God; that 
poſſible could be, his Father and he being one, 
not one and the ſame Thing as the Arian 
fay, but one in Union, as he himſelf affirmed, 
I would further notice to you, that by God and 
Chriſt being one; I do not mean in the ſame 
Senſe as the Sabellians, who make but one Per. 
ſon ; for notwithſtanding the Divine and Medis- 
torial Beings are in the ſtricteſt Union that eu 
* be, ſo that God is manifeſted in the 


eſh, and all the Fullneſs of the Godhead dwells 


in him Bodily, yet till ſubſiſt in two diſtind 
Perſons. * Now unto him that fits upon the 
Throne, and the Lamb be Glory for ever 
ever Amen 1 


RICHARD SMART, 


Deliver'd to one of the Meſ- 
ſengers of the Church, 
December 30, 1748. 
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The following Lines are the Anſwer I 
 recetv'd from the Church. 


* 


LETTER H. 


SIR, 


Y your Letter read to the Church, we 

with Grief and Sorrow perceive, that you 
are oppoſing a grand Fundamental Article of 
that Faith once deliver'd to the Saints; we 
mean that Foundation Truth, the Doctrine of 
the ever- bleſſed and adorable Trinity, which 
has been the Comfort and Delight of the Saints 
in every Age of the Church. Which Truth, 
tho' it has been much oppoſed, and that with 
great Fury and Rage by ſome, yet has always 
ſtood it's Ground as a firm Foundation for the 
Believer's Hope of eternal Salvation, while every 
Scheme invented againſt it, has ſhifted and ap- 
pear'd in very different Forms. 

The firſt Oppoſer of this Doctrine under 
the New Teſtament was Simon Magus, who 
after he was rejected by the Apoltle Peter, 
gave it out that he himſelf was the ſupreme 
God, who appear'd in Samaria as the Father, 
in 7udea as the Son, in other Nations as the 


Holy 


ORD 
Holy Ghoſt, Never till this Time was the 
Term Holy Ghoſt apply'd to the Father: And 
as he had ſuch an extravagant Conceit of him- 
ſelf, ſo he has laid the Foundation of every 
Error, which has diſturb'd the Peace of the 
hurch ever fince ; which might be eaſily 
monſtrated would Time permit, or it might 
be gathered from the learned Dr, Berriman's 
Sermons at Lady Moyer's Lecture, and other 
Writers, 

From this Monſter of Iniquity the nume- 
rous Armies of the Oppoſers of this Doctrine 
have derived their Schemes; till at laſt, they 
have ſettled for a while in theſe three follow- 
ing Names, (vis. ) Sabellians, Socinians and 
Arians, all which have been profeſſed Anta 
niſts to this Truth, yet notwithſtanding thi 
Doctrine of the Trinity has not, cannot, nor 
ever will be overcome, 

Tho' theſe three Armies, as Followers of their 
Leaders, have level'd their Artillery at this 
Divine Trath, it has been a Means of making 
it more conſpicuous and precious to the Church 
of God, But grieved and ſorry was the Church 
when your Letter was read, to find one, from 
whom they expected better Things, taking 
part with all three of the Armies of the Oppo- 
ſers of this Truth, ſo that while you deny 
you belong to any in particular, we could not 
forbear thinking you was ſomething of every 
one; becauſe you declare there is but one Per- 
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E 
ſon in the Divine r which is N 
niſn, making Uſe of the Expreſſion Ho- 
wo and applying it to the firſt exiſtent 


Being as you phraſe it, or Father, as we term 
it, . » 

The Manner in which you have repreſented. 
the Son of God, we can't think amounts to 
any more than making him a mere Creature 
and by allowing his Perſonality, only to ariſe 
from his Humanity, and counting him Di- 
vine, becauſe he is united to the Father, you 
ſtill confirm us in our Opinion, that you 
imagine Chriſt is but a Creature, as the Soct= 
niant call him; you only differ from them as 
to the Time of Chriſt's Exiſtence, and here- 
by fall in with the Ariant, who ſay there was 
a Time when the Son was not, that he was 
created before all Worlds, and made out of 
nothing, like the created Angels, which be- 
ing united to human Fleſh, ſupply'd the Place 
of the human Soul. And your Repreſenta- 
tion we apprehend, refers to the Pre-exiſtence 
of Chriſt's human. Soul, to which you aſcribe 
the ſame Things the Arians do, to what they 
call the Son of God, viz.) that by him all 
Things viſible and inviſible were made. 

To ſum up the whole, you allow that there 
are two Perſons, and theſe not of the ſame 
Subſtance, the one a material and the other an 
immaterial Being, ſo that neither Sabellian, 
Socinian or Arian, need or would much reject 
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(what you call your Creed) in theſe Particulars; 
At therefore we believe theſe Errors are 
dangerous to the Peace of a Church of Chriſty 
quite contrary to the whole of a divine Revele» 
tion, and deſtructive of the Comfort of 5 
Souls, we are ſatisfied, we have d on 
Scripture Ground in what we have done; and 
ag 1 — 8 = 1 4 ſoon think 
t our Duty to urther for your any 
—_ the . Head of the Church, out of 
his abundant Grace, bring you back from the 
Camp of the Enemies, into which the 
grand Adverſary, and the Corruption 1. 
own Heart, you have been ſeduced 
will afford no ſmall Pleaſure to us, for nothing 
but Chriſt's Appointment, Love to him, his 
Church, and your Soul's Welfare, could ever 
ingage us in ſo diſagreeable a Work ; to con- 
clude, we refer you to the following Texts of 
Scripture, where you may ſee your Errors de- 
ſcribed, and the Rule for our Conduct deter» 
mined, Rom xvi, 17. 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. 
1 Fobn ii, 22, 23. 2 Pet. ii. 1, Jude 4. Tis 
tut iii, 10, 11, The Church agreed to ſend 
you this Anſwer, but came to a Reſolution not 
to enter into any Diſpute with you further 
about theſe Points, | 


Signed by Order 
f the Church, JT — 
WES 1248, 2 
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tion you 
wy me further 
it be a reaſonable 


eration, 


ve yourſelves 


If was but a 


e Points, that they 
ther as Light and Darkneſs ; the one has to 
b with a mere Creature, or rather a Madman, 
* who in his Senſes would dare to aſſert 
God, as this blaſ- 
demous Wretch did; and who in their Senſes 
old credit his Aſſertions, ſeeing that he him- 
r mortal Man, and liable to 
de very ſame Infirmities as they 
n we reafonably 


imſelf to be the Su 


LETTER m. 


Orr, 


preſume that notwithſtanding 
made not to enter — 
n theſe Points ; It 
I ſhould 
ing ſore 


e Odjecti 
at ſend you the following Lines, 
emarks on the Letter I received from you, 
hich 1 ou e een ee, 


the Dies 


And in the rl Place I would enquire, what 
onnection there is between the 
have advanced and that of Simon Magus 
erſuaded — will ſoon ſee, if you pleaſe to 

the leaſt Time to reflect on 
te to each 


timent I 
; I am 


themſelves ? 
ſuppoſe this Blaſphemer 
would ſo far — any rational Being, as 


to 


4 

to become hls Proſelyte? and If fo, he could 
not be able to lay « Feundatlen fer Fl vr y 
other Doctrine whatever, Now ai to th 
Doctrine I am contending for, it refers you to 
God, the firſt ſelf-exlſtent Being, the 
of all Things, the Governor of univerſal Ne. 
ture; and methinks your reciting this Piece of 
Hiſtory, is a plain Demonſtration how far 
Chriſtian Charity extends towards ſuch as d 
from you, even to level them with the mol 
infamous and abandon'd Wretch you could find 
out. 2110 0% rl ro BR 

Lou further obſerve, that while I deny u 
belong to any in particular, viz. Sabelliam 
Socinians and Arians, you could not fotbe 
thinking 1 was ſomething of every one: 1 
excellent Thought indeed ! And ſhould it hap 
pen to be ſo what is that to the Purpoſe? 
it is Truth, let me tell you, Names ate h 
thing to me, but Things; now if there is an 
Truth contained under thoſe Names, I 'think 
it my Duty to receive them, and eſteem it nc 
diſhonour to acknowledge it ſhould. it be ſo 
but it happens to the contrary, I am as far fron 
any of thoſe Tenets which you have names 
as yourſelves; and perhaps it may not be 
great Difficulty to prove that not only you 
but the moſt orthodox Chriſtian in the Worid 
may not only be ſomething of thoſe three Par 
ties, but of all other Sets whatever, perhar 
not excluding Turks and Heatbens ; And 
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that Me J. | d 
wonder that Men netrating a judg · 
ment as you wa ar os ©. are Goal — 
have A the Weakneſs of ſuch Thoughts 
as the YI | 62 A144) Hay Tr M1-YKL 01 | 

As to the Doctrine in Debate, which you 
there call a grand fundamental Article of Faith, 
and aſſert that it has been the Comfort and 
Delight of the Saints in every Age of the 
Church, is what I think wants Proof: For if 
Scripture is the only Standard of Truth, and 
what it propoſes as ſuch, is to be the Obſect of 
the Believer's Faith, then it will naturally fol- 
low that ſuch Principles which are not to be 
found there, but are repugnant to it, ought to 
be rejected as nothing elſe but the Inventions 
of Men, and not revealed by God in his 
Word, but are the Reverſe to it; and as ſuch 
look upon the Point in Conteſt and reject it; 
and how any Doctrine that is not revealed by 
God in his Word, can yield Comfort and 
Delight to his People, except (an imaginaty 
one) as you aſſert this doth, is ſuch a Myſtery 
I muſt leave you to unfold. _ 

If to advance in its Favour, the Oppoſition 
it has met with in the World, then every one 
has as grand an Argument for his Error as 
yourſelves, and notwithſtanding you are pleaſed 
to aſſert that it has ſtood its Ground, while 
other Schemes, have ſhifted and appeared in 
rery different Forms, it is as evident that this 
invented Scheme has ſhifted as often, and ap- 
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peared. in as many 4Gcivnt Pens U. mh 
more than = Od er have your! Bye 
upon 211: 03 neat 
bee "hon to intim n 
boy the Teak ly Ghoſt to the Father, 

15 "te fry 3 Boe, took! it'n Mil 
from Simoy Magus, for you call him the fird 
Oppoſer of the Trinity under the Mew Tal 
ment; which Zr — that thereby 
fome under old D ation, Which l 
ſhould have thought myſelf obliged: to N 
133 named, or proved chat they Rad wy 
tions of ſuch a Doctrine. J will aſſute 50 
that ſuch a Piece of Knowledge would han 
been vory acceptable; but ſu pc 
no more than a Flouriſh, that you "Knew 


of none ; L go on and aſſure you, that i 


not it's Riſe from Simon — nor is R 
_ Artifice or Invention of Men, but 
ſacred Pages it dates its Originaly/a 
plan 8 2 our Lord's Diſcourſe with 
oman of Sameria : The“ true 

D ſays our Lord, ſhall worſhip the Father 
rit and in Truth, for ſuch the Father felt 
to — him, and then adds God isa 3 
Here you ſee the Supreme God ali» 
der 1 Character of Father, and — 
ny or Holy Ghoſt, which: is: all dne) ag 
y'd to me. * \ ny Diſtinction of Pet» 
— — 
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— he had done Hh 5 


ad In the following Verſes; 
unto him, Lo now aka dg 


no Rute d 
t — Gor And in thenat 


Chapter, we have Chriſt rayil for a 
once indy: eerie 1 
O Father, 4 glorify thou me w 
ſelf, with the Glory ] had with 
the Worid was, To which 1 nie 
Words of the Apoſtle Pan} to the 
Corinthians, in order to excite their Liberal 
towards the poor Saints: || For ye nem 
Grace of our Lord 2hriſt, that tho be 
was Rich, yet for your Sakes he became Poor, 
that ye throug h his Poverty might beobine 
Rich. Now can we reafonably ſuppoſe, thi 
any of thoſe Texts are applicable to Chriſt c 
he is God, ſurely no, for as Chriſt is the eters 
nal Jehovah, he could no more leave Heaveh, 
than he could leave the Father; it is im- 
poſſible - that he ſhould at any Time be»4# 
neee as to n extream Poor, 10 
| — —— — 
ohn xvi. 28. xvi. 29, 30. | i | 


r. viii. 9. 


aro confirmed in_your 
Chriſt to be 


— laid afide hie Glory, 
lee 
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Wo the only true God, 
__ # , 


and - Jeſus: Chrill,- whom 
thou haſt ſent; * Now unto him that e Men 
the Throne, and the Lamb. N luntb 
God and the Lamb. voin theſe. and unn Ie 
Places is God, or the whole Divine Eflence 
+ oppoſed to the Man Chriſt ; for it is not dhe 
n vine, but the human Nature, which: is called 
ox the Lamb that was Slain, - Secondly, another 
Reaſon is, by accounting him Divine begun 
he is united to the Father, ſtrange ind 
That you ſhould accuſe me of making Qhrif 
a mere Creature, becauſe I aſſert thut the whole 
Godhead, all that is God to be the Divinleh of 
Chriſt; whereas; you yourſelves | allow him to 
have but a third Fart of Deity united to him 
now if wheri he has the Whole Godhead! 
I have aſſerted agreeable to Scripture, which1 
ſhall * or prove) united to him, he it 
| 2 a . what muſt he 23 
ird Part of it, ſuppoſing it were poſſible 
Deity could be thus divided, that ſd Chtiſ 
might have one Part out of three united to 
him, I ſhall leave you to judge? Aud ſhall 
now proceed to evidence this Truth Trot 
Scripture, vis. that the Godbead of the Fi 
ther is the Godhead of | the Son 4 Chiſt 0c 
clares that the Father is in him, Believe m 
that I am in the Father; and the. Fathet 
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me: Again, He that bath ſeen me bach 
is ray ly + Ind my Father are one; 


Divinity Sali J 
as. to che 
ſays it was t 
40 thoſe Works: Þ I ſpeak not of myſelf, 
but the Lal tae dvelleth” we, „he 


the Works Nair etl 


which" he perfotm 


1 am not eonſcibus"'6P' this DbAtivie,' Ne 


deſtructive of the Peace of an y Goſpel Ser 
bor yet contrary to a'Divitie Revelation, f 


it is in it ere“ revealed, and as it is Renard 


in che Ba it cannot'be deſtructive 
of any Sale dt, 1 Hon 101 I 

1 de nch updh what Ground you have 
ated, 1 am perſuaded not from. Scripture 3 
and am the more confirmed in wy Opinion, 


becauſe you have not. ne = 4 — 


for it; For out of the 


have quoted, I cannot 800 either 2 
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ment deſcribed as an Error, nor 
for your 0 Fun determinedt 
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would ſoon ſee that the Baſis on which he 
ought to build his Hopes for everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs; is the Knowledge of the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent. 
That the Doctrine of the Trinity is not 3 
Foundation Doctrine, may very eaſily be ga- 
ther'd from the following Scriptures, as in 


Jobn xiv, 1. Believe in God, believe alſo in , 


me. Rom. x. 8, 9. This is the Word of Faith 
which we preach, That if thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus; and fhalt 
believe in thine Heart, that God hath raiſed 
him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be w 


— 
myſelf every impartial and well diſpos'd Mind, 


to br that you, 

be the Rule, — 

, be. determined; ſhould exact more at the 

nd of your Fellow Members as a Term 
of Communion, than God in his Word de- 

mands in the grand Affair of Salvation, To 

which let me add the Words of a pious and 
Q cclebrated Author.“ It would be very plea- 


* ſing indeed to walk onward thr — this 
% dark World, with ſome clear Notions of 


% what we ourſelves are and ſhall be, as 

. well as the Power that made us: But 
* our Nod tf, Defects in this Sort of Science, 
e ſhall never feclude us from his Favour, 
We may learn to know the only true God 
* ſo far as to adore and obey him, without 
- Pronouncing concerning the Eſſence of the 
great Unſearchable. We may know him 
* and love him as the original Father of all, 
© and his Son Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent. 
This is Life eternal, and when we ſhall 
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